[Diagnosis and surgical treatment of traumatic damage to the sinus of Valsalva following penetrating wounds of the heart].
The authors had three patients with traumatic damage of the sinus of Valsalva, caused by penetrating injury of the thorax inflicted with a knife. The patients were brought to the clinic in a grave condition with decompensation of systemic and pulmonary circulation. The anomaly called for emergency surgical correction under conditions of extracorporeal circulation. The diagnosis was based on the complaints, medical history, clinical picture, the results of functional methods of examination including echocardiography and catheterization with angiocardiography. The operations consisted in total correction of the heart anomaly. The immediate and late-term results were good.